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P a r a m o u n t T h e a t r e 
A u r o r a , I l l i n o i s 
P R O G R A M 
Prelude Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
Choir and String Orchestra 
Selections performed by the String Orchestra Gregg Porter, Ph.D., Conductor 
Selections performed by the Chamber Choir James Priovolos, Ph.D., Conductor 
Processional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
String Orchestra 
Fanfare and Pomp and Circumstance Edward Elgar 
(Please rise as the graduates enter and remain standing for the Pledge of Allegiance.) 
Pledge of Allegiance John X. Li 
President, Student Council 
Welcome - Reflections on this Day Rhiana Elyse Gunn-Wright 
Member, Class of 2007 
Reflections on IMSA Manuel Perez 
Member, Class of 2007 
Introduction of Commencement Speakers Luis Nunez, Ph.D. 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Commencement Address Leon Lederman, Ph.D. 
Nobel Laureate, Founder and Resident Scholar 
Stephanie Pace Marshall, Ph.D 
Founding President 
Presentation of the Class of 2007 Eric McLaren, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Acceptance of the Class of 2007 Stephanie Pace Marshall, Ph.D. 
Founding President 
Presentation of Diplomas and Medallions Luis Nunez, Ph.D. 
Stephanie Pace Marshall, Ph.D. 
Presentation of Candidates Rachel Victoria Main 
Vice President, Student Council 
John X. Li 
President, Student Council 
Recessional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
String Orchestra 
Triumphal March Giuseppe Verdi 
GRADUATION MARSHALS 
Members, Class of 2008 
Kelsey Gee Alex Ma Gouthami Rao Thiran Udawatta 
Jonathan Koch Gokila Pillai Vernie Redmon Alyssa Winans 
(Please remain in the Theatre until all graduates and staff have exited.) 
I M S A A C H I E V E M E N T S 
The World Has Taken Notice of IMS A's Achievements 
As the Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy® celebrates its 20th Anniversary, Illinois citizens can 
take pride in their visionary role in creating an innovative institution that has become one of the world 's 
leaders in developing talent and leadership in mathematics, science and technology. 
The Wall Street Journal and Worth Magazine named IMSA among the top public college preparatory 
institutions in the nation for placing graduates in Ivy League and highly selective universities. 
Newsweek included IMSA among the "Public Elites" in its list of 19 public secondary educational 
institutions with the highest A C T and SAT scores in the nation. 
The New York Times named IMSA among the top two dozen educational institutions in the nation that 
regularly produce finalists in the prestigious Intel Science Talent Search. 
The College Board Advanced Placement program recognized IMSA as having the strongest results in the 
world among like-size schools for AP Physics C: Mechanics and for AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism. 
Student Inquiry at IMSA is one of only 15 science education models in the nation to be featured in the 
National Science Teachers Association book, Exemplary Science in Grades 9-12. 
IMSA's innovative Student Inquiry and Research Program has enabled students to earn numerous 
awards and recognition from national and global competitions including Intel Science Talent Search, 
Siemens Westinghouse Competition, American Junior Academy of Science at the American Academy 
for the Advancement of Science, High School Mathematical Contest in Modeling (HiMCM) and the 
International Physics Olympiad. 
As undergraduate and graduate students, IMSA alumni receive numerous academic, research and 
leadership accolades including Fulbright, Marshall, National Science Foundation, Rhodes, 
Truman and Siebel Scholarships. 
IMSA's highly accomplished alumni are forging new frontiers as nationally recognized scientists, 
entrepreneurs, policy makers and leaders in other fields. Business Week, Forbes, Fortune, 
Good Morning America and The Wall Street Journal featured IMSA grads for their creation of 
blockbuster technological applications that improve the way we live, learn and work. 
More than 21,000 educators and 52,000 students in Illinois and beyond have benefited from IMSA's 
professional development programs and student enrichment/pathway programs. 
IMSA's models of teaching and learning are recognized abroad. Delegations of educators from 
countries including Australia, China, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Netherlands, Philippines, Singapore 
and Thailand come to IMSA to study curriculum and instruction models. 
I M S A C L A S S O F 2 0 0 7 S T U D E N T A C H I E V E M E N T S 
The accomplishments of the I M S A Class of 2007 students are too varied and numerous to list all individually. 
Below is a snapshot of this past year (as of May 22, 2007) which gives you a picture of their remarkable 
achievements. Many other students also received awards in statewide humanities, mathematics , and 
science venues. 
Advanced Placement Scholars with Distinction: Frederick Howard, Dennis Kriventsov, Tony Liu, Nora Xu, Fan Zhang 
Advanced Placement Scholars with Honors: 10 seniors 
American Academy of Neurology's Neuroscience Research Prize Winner: Mahesh Vidula 
American Invitational Mathematics Examination: 28 seniors qualified 
Chicago Metro History City and Regional Finalists: Theresa Geiger, Annie Liu 
Group Achievements: 
Chamber and Concert Choir: Excellent rating at the IHSA State Organizational Contest 
Dance Squad: 2007 Class AA Hip Hop State Champions 
HiMCM International Mathematics Modeling Contest: National Outstanding Paper Award 
Hon Lung Chu, Dennis Kriventsov, Francisco Saldana, Caleb Wang 
Illinois Future Problem Solving Bowl: 1st in State Written Competition 
Albert Ho, Yi Lu, Mahesh Vidula, Nora Xu 
ICTM State Math Contest: 2nd in State 
Craig Biwer, Susan Dittmer, Tony Liu, Lilly Zhu, 1 st place in the Jr/Sr 8-person team 
Orchestra: Superior rating at the IHSA State Organizational Contest 
Science Olympiad Team: 3rd in State 
Chaoran Chen, Sean Mirski, Kevin Tao, 1st place in their respective events 
Symphonic Band: Superior rating at the IHSA State Organizational Contest 
Illinois Junior Academy of Science Winners: 
Victor Liou - State 1JAS paper competition, best paper in senior division 
Sherry Yu - State IJAS poster competition, best poster in Health Sciences 
Intel Science Talent Search Finalist: Nora Xu 
Intel Science Talent Search Semi-finalists: Chaoran Chen, Susan Dittmer, Mahesh Vidula, Lilly Zhu 
John H. McEachern, Jr. Exemplary Service Learning Award Winner: Stephanie Chang 
Mary Van Verst Love of Science Scholarship Winner: Jessica Bubert 
National Achievement Finalists: 6 seniors National Merit Finalists: 30 seniors 
National Russian Essay Contest: 15 seniors received medals overall - Ari Blumenthal, Nisha Joshi, Kevin Salarda, 
Michael Schmitt earned gold, Michael Smeltzer and Lisa Thompson earned silver medals in the second round of judging 
at the Pushkin Institute in Moscow. 
Siemens Westinghouse Competition Semi-finalists: Victor Liou, Mahesh Vidula, Fan Zhang, Lilly Zhu 
Siemens Award for Advanced Placement Winner: Nora Xu 
U.S. Physics Competition Semi-finalists: Dennis Kriventsov, Fan Zhang 
This class has contributed more than 33,700 hours to the citizens of Illinois in a variety of ways: tutoring, mentoring, 
teaching, as well as volunteering in medical centers, senior citizen and youth centers, police and fire departments, schools, 
libraries, and museums. This is equivalent to 842.5 weeks or 16.2 years of service. One hundred hours of community 
service are required for graduation, but 153 students exceeded this requirement. Special recognition to: Leticia Banda -
800 hours, Aerielle Karr - 563 hours, Jessica Bubert - 516 hours, Samira Payne - 500 hours, Stephanie Chang - 450 hours 
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Vihas Mohan Abraham 
Chicago 
Adedayo Oluwaseun 
Adedeji Adesokan 
Matteson 
Ehiwe Inife Akhigbe 
Oak Park 
James Arthur Almblade 
East Moline 
Leticia Elizabeth Banda Morales 
Cicero 
Brianna Lynn Benson 
Morris 
Samuel Denver Berger 
Libertyville 
Sujeeth Subramanya Bharadwaj 
Chicago 
Craig Adam Biwer 
Lemont 
Michelle Nicole Blomgren 
Rockford 
Ari Chaim Blumenthal 
Downers Grove 
Sivali Chenchu Boddu 
Champaign 
Jorrell Richard Bonner 
East St. Louis 
Everett Joseph Brokaw 
Seaton 
Jessica M. Bubert 
Roscoe 
Cody Renee Cameron 
Marion 
Dana Lynn Cape 
Harrisburg 
Matthew David Carter 
Aurora 
Jung H. Cha 
Schaumburg 
Stephanie Haeyun Chang 
Dunlap 
Chaoran R. Chen 
Westmont 
Tianli Chen 
Naperville 
Xi-Min (Min) Chen 
Cary 
Yawen Cheng 
Naperville 
Michael John Choe 
Champaign 
Roshan C. Choxi 
Hoffman Estates 
Hon Lung Chu 
Chicago 
Jaehee (Jane) Chung 
Barrington 
Jasmine Nakia Coleman 
Hazel Crest 
Michael Benedict Cornejo 
Bensenville 
James Anthony Damore 
Romeoville 
Sean Jacob Daugherty 
Mascoutah 
Daniel Michael Dean 
Lisle 
Nirbhay G. Dhapodkar 
Peoria 
Logesh Dharmar 
Naperville 
Jeffrey Richard Dinkelman 
Princeton 
Susan Juel Dittmer 
St. Charles 
Michael Franklin Driscoll 
Peoria 
John Edward Froberg 
Evanston 
Amaris Sayo Galea-Orbe 
Aurora 
Catherine Aiyuan Gao 
Lake Forest 
Cristal Garcia 
Melrose Park 
Theresa Lynn Geiger 
Algonquin 
Jonathan George 
Bolingbrook 
Alicia A. Gilmore 
Springfield 
Soumya Gogula 
Champaign 
Katrina Renee Gossman 
Burlington 
Qi-Yuan Gou 
Naperville 
Serena Gountanis 
Algonquin 
Rhiana Elyse Gunn-Wright 
Chicago 
Namita Gupta 
DeKalb 
Mickal Y. Haile 
Springfield 
Steven George Harris 
Downers Grove 
Amanda Renee Hayes 
Kings 
Emily Anne Heikes 
Quincy 
Claire L. Herdeman 
Rockford 
Kelly Elizabeth Heuser 
Wauconda 
Albert Ho 
Naperville 
Corinne Elizabeth Horn 
St. Charles 
MacKenzie Teresa Hovermale 
Springfield 
Frederick Matthew Howard 
Cary 
Joseph Hsu 
Riverwoods 
Kathy Yiting Huang 
Buffalo Grove 
Lara Renee India 
Morton Grove 
Young Hong Ip 
Bloomington 
Sivaraman K. Iyer 
Elmhurst 
Joseph Richard Janiczek 
Orland Park 
Yuxiji 
Deerfield 
Lynn Garnette Jiang 
Chicago 
David Michael Jordan II 
Batavia 
Nisha Joshi 
Naperville 
Rupal Kamdar 
Crete 
Fatima Anver Kanchwala 
St. Charles 
Meng Kang 
Peoria 
Angela Marie Kao 
Bloomington 
Aerielle Kimberly Kan-
Chicago 
Ravi Kiran Kesari 
Justice 
Bharat Krishna Naag Kilaru 
Rockford 
Claire Kim 
Peoria 
Claudia H. Kim 
Glen Ellyn 
Clinton Douglas Kinkade 
Kankakee 
Kimberly S. Knowlton 
Port Byron 
Catherine Amanda Ko 
Mundelein 
Mary Lynette Kobs 
Taylorville 
Dennis Kriventsov 
Arlington Heights 
Kelsie Rene Kronmiller 
Normal 
Saurabh Kukreti 
Champaign 
Bharat Kusuma 
Forest Park 
Elizabeth Kuznetsov 
Arlington Heights 
Noelle Yuen Woon Kwan 
Loves Park 
Patrick L. Lang 
Rockford 
Ian Campbell Langan 
Marion 
Jonathan Paul Lape 
Peoria 
Joshua Hee-Myoung Lee 
Decatur 
Michael David LeResche 
Batavia 
Jennifer Rebecca Levey 
Palatine 
Chuan Li 
Chicago 
John X. Li 
Naperville 
Chantel Katharina Liggett 
Riverdale 
Concepcion M. Linares 
Cicero 
Victor Dean Liou 
Elk Grove Village 
Annie Liu 
Charleston 
Tony J. Liu 
Aurora 
Kristina Anne Looper 
Morris 
YiLu 
Naperville 
Lyndsay Natalia Lucas 
Lockport 
Elizabeth Ann Luft 
Pekin 
Wei Luo 
Naperville 
Rachel Victoria Main 
Marion 
Joy Maliza 
Dwight 
Edmund Charles March 
Peotone 
Elise Ani Marifian 
Belleville 
Brian Thomas Martin 
Dixon 
Biancha Giovanna Martinelli 
Waukegan 
Janette Maya 
Aurora 
Diana Veronica Mazuera 
Buffalo Grove 
Shawn Michael McNalley 
Moline 
Sarah Lynn McPike 
Godfrey 
Ashley Laura Medina 
Hebron 
Continued on back page 
Nisha D. Mehta 
St. Charles 
Joshua Cincinnati Metz 
Gurnee 
Sean A. Mirski 
Naperville 
Aurash Arta Mohaimani 
Tinley Park 
Luke S. Moryl 
Hinsdale 
Ramakrishna Rao Nalluri 
Naperville 
Matthew Aaron Norton 
Earlville 
Kenneth Obinna Ofodile 
Carpentersville 
Temi-tope Yetunde Okubadejo 
Naperville 
Ijeoma Afonne Omelogu 
South Holland 
Jonas Kristian Owen 
Marion 
Christine L. Padilla 
Park Forest 
Patrick M. Page 
Steger 
Anthony Lee Palmer 
Mt. Vernon 
Ann Pan 
Champaign 
Charles Pan 
Lake Zurich 
Kimberly Marie Parker 
Westmont 
Hemal Vinod Patel 
Carol Stream 
Nirav A. Patel 
Des Plaines 
Samira Meria Payne 
Chicago 
Manuel Perez 
Cicero 
Janna DeAnn Pflugmacher 
Penfield 
Nathan Andrew Pierson 
Naperville 
Katherine M. Plachta 
Dunlap 
Alexandra Marie Plattos 
Yorkville 
Scott S. Powers 
LaGrange Highlands 
Sarah Louise Reinhart 
Milford 
Gemma V. Resaba 
West Frankfort 
Benjamin V. Rodrigues 
Naperville 
Brittany Sarah Rucker 
East St. Louis 
Kevin Michael Sanchez Salarda 
Sparta 
Francisco Vincent Saldana 
Chicago 
Neha Sarvepalli 
Elk Grove Village 
Shravan Sarvepalli 
Elk Grove Village 
Michael David Schmitt 
Rockford 
Kathryn Marie Moll Schoedel 
Oak Park 
Maximus E. Schwanebeck 
Elburn 
Sarah Jane Schwarzentraub 
Eureka 
John Jeong Kyu Seo 
Bolingbrook 
Lisa Ashwin Shah 
Addison 
Tony Sheng 
Aurora 
Michael Joseph Smeltzer 
Fairbury 
Nathaniel LB. Steinsultz 
Lindenhurst 
Chad Lane Stevens 
Bolingbrook 
Michelle Lew Ann Stolzoff 
Sterling 
Valeriya Talovikova 
Wheeling 
Kevin Ryan Tao 
Palatine 
Alexandra Virginia Teller 
Springfield 
Cristina Thomas 
Freeport 
Lisa Caitlin Thompson 
Batavia 
Dominique Elizabeth Turner 
East St. Louis 
Nicholas Moehle Umholtz 
Pekin 
Eduardo Valerio 
Aurora 
Zenaido V. Vallejo 
Chicago 
Gautam Vangipuram 
Frankfort 
Vinay Venugopal 
Naperville 
Gregory Ryan Ver Halen 
River Forest 
Mahesh Krishna Vidula 
Naperville 
Anil R. Wadhwani 
Joliet 
Rachel Estelle Walker 
Bolingbrook 
Caleb Xi Yuan Wang 
Vernon Hills 
Henry Wang 
DeKalb 
Bayoan Ahreaf Ware 
Chicago 
Krishnan Warrior 
Green Oaks 
Xavier C. Watson 
Maywood 
Christina Dosse West 
West Chicago 
Rosalind Louise Whitley 
Marion 
Charles Earl Whittaker 
Sterling 
Colin Q. Withrow 
Springfield 
Ellen V. Marie Wondra 
Crystal Lake 
Kristen Michelle Woodley 
Champaign 
Lucia Yan Wu 
DeKalb 
Yuren Xie 
Mundelein 
Nora L. Xu 
Naperville 
Susan Xiu Xu 
Peoria 
Theodore Tien-Der Yeh 
Mundelein 
Michelle Yu 
Chicago 
Sherry Hui Yu 
Naperville 
Charles Robert Zange 
Algonquin 
Fan Zhang 
Streamwood 
Meng Zhang 
Peoria 
Jenny Zhulin Zhao 
Naperville 
Zhe Zhao 
Chicago 
Lilly Yi Zhu 
Burr Ridge 
Special thanks to the IMSA Fund for Advancement of Education for underwriting the use of the Paramount Theatre for Commencement. 
The need to understand how the universe works is fundamental to human nature. It is also essential for safely 
managing the human future; but foolishly, we have designed a society based on science and technology in 
which hardly anyone understands science and technology. This is a clear prescription for disaster. 
Our future depends on producing and encouraging highly competent, ethically responsible young scientists, 
as well as a much greater scientific literacy in the general public. 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy in Aurora, Illinois, is dedicated to meeting this challenge... 
It is a gift: from the people of Illinois to the human future. 
Dr. Carl Sagan, 1934-1996 
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